
 
 
 

 
 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace 
 

THE 15th DAY OF OCTOBER 2025 
 

PRESENT, 
 

THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY 
IN COUNCIL 

 
 

​ The following report from the Committee of Council for the Affairs of Jersey and 
Guernsey was today read at the Board:   
 

“In accordance with the Royal Assent to Legislation and Petitions (Bailiwick of 
Jersey) Order 2022 the Committee have considered a letter from the Assistant Greffier of the 
States of Jersey transmitting an Act passed on 9th July 2025 entitled the Civil Status 
(Abolition of Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) Law 2025: 
 
​ The Committee have considered the Act and have agreed to report that it may be 
advisable for Your Majesty to approve and ratify it.” 
 
​ His Majesty, having taken the report into consideration, was pleased, by and with the 
advice of His Privy Council, to approve and ratify the Act (a copy of which is annexed to this 
Order) and to order that it, together with this Order, shall be entered on the Register of the 
Island of Jersey and observed accordingly.  His Majesty’s Officers in the Island, and all others 
whom it may concern, are therefore to take notice of His Majesty’s Order and to proceed 
accordingly. 
 
 

Richard Tilbrook, CVO 
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CIVIL STATUS (ABOLITION OF LEGITIMACY ETC.) 

(JERSEY) LAW 202- 

A LAW to abolish the status of illegitimacy, and for related purposes. 

Adopted by the States 9 July 2025 

Sanctioned by Order of His Majesty in Council [date to be inserted] 

Registered by the Royal Court [date to be inserted] 

Coming into force [date to be inserted] 

THE STATES, subject to the sanction of His Most Excellent Majesty in Council, have 

adopted the following Law – 

1 Status of illegitimacy abolished 

(1) No person whose status is governed by the law of Jersey is illegitimate, and any rule 

of customary law to the contrary is abolished. 

(2) The fact that a person’s parents are not or have not been married to each other is not 

relevant in – 

(a) determining the person’s legal status; or 

(b) establishing the legal relationship between the person and another person. 

(3) No person may bring an action for – 

(a) a declaration of legitimacy; 

(b) a declaration of illegitimacy; or 

(c) the determination of a question of legitimacy. 

(4) A reference in an enactment or legal document to a relative is to be read in 

accordance with this Article unless this Article is expressly disapplied. 

2 Repeals 

The following enactments are repealed – 

(a) the Legitimacy (Jersey) Law 1963; 

(b) the Legitimacy (Jersey) Law 1973; 

(c) the Legitimacy and Illegitimacy (Re-Registration of Births) (Jersey) 

Regulations 1974;  

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_4_1963
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_3_1973
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5956
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5956
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(d) the Legitimacy Rules 1974. 

3 Savings 

(1) Nothing in Article 1 – 

(a) applies to the construction or effect of – 

(i) an enactment passed or made before the commencement of Article 1; 

(ii) an Act or judgment of the Royal Court made before that 

commencement; 

(iii) a trust established before that commencement; or 

(iv) a document, other than a will, executed or a disposition made before 

that commencement; or 

(b) prevents a person from bringing an action in relation to that enactment, Act, 

judgment, trust or document for – 

(i) a declaration of legitimacy; 

(ii) a declaration of illegitimacy; or 

(iii) a determination of a question of legitimacy. 

(2) This Law does not affect the succession of a person who died before the 

commencement of Article 1. 

(3) This Law – 

(a) does not apply to a title, coat of arms, honour or dignity transmissible on the 

death of its holder; 

(b) does not affect the privilèges, amortissements and préciputs that are by custom 

attached to certain houses and manors in Jersey; 

(c) does not affect the succession to or devolution of anything described in sub-

paragraphs (a) or (b); and 

(d) does not prevent a person from bringing an action, in relation to that 

succession or devolution, for – 

(i) a declaration of legitimacy; 

(ii) a declaration of illegitimacy; or 

(iii) a determination of a question of legitimacy. 

(4) Article 5, 6 or 7 (as the case may be) of the Legitimacy (Jersey) Law 1973 and the 

corresponding Rules in the Legitimacy Rules 1974 apply to an action under 

paragraph (1)(b) or (3)(d) as that Law and those Rules had effect immediately before 

their repeal by this Law. 

(5) In this Article, “disposition” means a transfer of property by gift, sale or will. 

4 Wills and Successions (Jersey) Law 1993 amended 

(1) This Article amends the Wills and Successions (Jersey) Law 1993. 

(2) In the heading to Part 3A, “of legitimate and illegitimate issue” is deleted. 

(3) In Article 8A, for the definition “commencement day” there is substituted – 

“commencement day” means the day the Civil Status (Abolition of 

Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) Law 202- came into force; 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5996
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_3_1973
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5996
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_18_1993
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_18_1993


Civil Status (Abolition of Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) Law 202- Article 4 

 

 

◊      Page 5 

 

(4) For Articles 8C, 8D, 8E and 8F there is substituted – 

8C Equality of succession 

The fact that a person’s parents are not or have not been married to each other is not 

relevant in determining the rights of succession – 

(a) of that person; 

(b) of another person to that person’s estate; or 

(c) of another person to an estate traced through a relationship of which 

that person was the progeny. 

8D Construction of dispositions 

(1) A disposition executed on or after the commencement day must be construed 

in accordance with – 

(a) Article 8C; and 

(b) Schedule A1 to the Children (Jersey) Law 2002. 

(2) A disposition executed before the commencement day is not to be treated as 

executed on or after that day by reason only that the will or instrument in 

which it appears has been confirmed by a codicil or further instrument 

executed on or after that day. 

8E Presumption of survivorship 

(1) Unless the contrary is proved, a person is presumed not to have been survived 

by a parent, or someone related to the person only through that parent, if the 

parent is not named on the person’s relevant certificate. 

(2) Unless the contrary is proved, for the purposes of obtaining a grant of probate 

or administration, it is presumed that the deceased was not survived by – 

(a) a child, if the deceased was not named on the child’s relevant certificate; 

or 

(b) a person whose relationship to the deceased is traceable only through 

that child. 

(3) In this Article, “relevant certificate” means – 

(a) the person’s birth certificate; or 

(b) a parental order (as defined in Article 1(1) of the Children (Jersey) 

Law 2002) or adoption order relating to the person. 

8F Effect of customary laws 

Any rule of customary law that conflicts with Article 8C is of no effect to the extent 

of that conflict. 

(5) In Article 18A(1) (gamete donors), for “as if a child were the legitimate issue of a 

man where” there is substituted “to the child of a man if”. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
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5 Article 52 (citation and commencement) of Children and Civil Status 
(Amendments) (Jersey) Law 2024 amended 

In Article 52 of the Children and Civil Status (Amendments) (Jersey) Law 2024, for 

“comes into force on a day to be specified by the States by Act” there is substituted “comes 

into force on a day to be specified by the Minister by Order”. 

6 Consequential amendments 

The Schedule contains consequential amendments. 

7 Regulations 

The States may by Regulations make the amendments to any enactment that appear to the 

States to be necessary or convenient for the purposes of this Law, for transitional provisions 

or in consequence of any provision made by this Law. 

8 Citation and commencement 

This Law may be cited as the Civil Status (Abolition of Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) Law 202- 

and comes into force as follows – 

(a) Article 5 comes into force 7 days after it is registered; 

(b) the remaining provisions come into force immediately after the Children and 

Civil Status (Consequential Amendments) (Jersey) Amendment Regulations 

2025. 
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 SCHEDULE 

(Article 6) 

CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS 

1 Adoption (Jersey) Law 1961 amended 

(1) This paragraph amends the Adoption (Jersey) Law 1961. 

(2) In Article 1(1) – 

(a) the definition “father” is deleted; 

(b) for the definition “relative” there is substituted – 

“relative”, in relation to a child – 

(a) means a grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt, whether of the full 

blood or half-blood or by marriage or civil partnership; and 

(b) if an adoption order has been made in respect of the child or any other 

person by a court of competent jurisdiction in the British Islands, 

includes a person who would be a relative of the child within the 

meaning of this definition if the adopted person were the child of the 

adopter born in lawful wedlock or in the course of a civil partnership. 

(3) For Article 22 there is substituted – 

22 Orders and agreements for maintenance if child adopted by parent 

(1) Article 20(2)(a)(iii) does not apply – 

(a) if the adopter is the parent of the child; or 

(b) to prevent the recovery of arrears that are due under the order or 

agreement at the date of the adoption order. 

(2) The Court must not order a parent of a child to make payments for the benefit 

of the child after the date of the adoption order unless – 

(a) the sole adopter is a parent of the child; and 

(b) the order is made against the child’s other parent. 

(4) Articles 31 and 32 are deleted. 

2 Aircraft Registration (Births, Deaths and Missing Persons) (Jersey) Regulations 
2015 amended 

(1) This paragraph amends the Aircraft Registration (Births, Deaths and Missing 

Persons) (Jersey) Regulations 2015. 

(2) Regulation 4 is deleted. 

(3) In Schedule 1 – 

(a) in Note (e), for “If child is illegitimate the particulars relating to the father 

must not be recorded in the return unless at the joint request of the mother and 

of the person acknowledging himself to be the father of the child, in which 

case such person shall, as well as the mother, sign the completed return as an 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_39_1961
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_39_1961
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_84_2015
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_84_2015
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_84_2015
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_84_2015
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informant” there is substituted “Both parents must sign the completed return 

as informants”; 

(b) for Note (g) there is substituted – 

(g) The informants’ names, relationship (if any) to the child and postal 

address must be stated. 

(4) In the form in Schedule 3, in both places, after “father” there is inserted “or second 

parent”. 

3 Bank (Recovery and Resolution) (Jersey) Law 2017 amended 

Article 116(3)(b) of the Bank (Recovery and Resolution) (Jersey) Law 2017 is deleted.  

4 Bankruptcy (Désastre) (Jersey) Law 1990 amended 

Article 17B(3)(b) of the Bankruptcy (Désastre) (Jersey) Law 1990 is deleted.  

5 Children (Jersey) Law 2002 amended 

(1) This paragraph amends the Children (Jersey) Law 2002 as amended by the Children 

and Civil Status (Amendments) (Jersey) Law 2024. 

(2) In Article 1 – 

(a) for paragraph (2) there is substituted – 

(2) References in this Law – 

(a) to a child whose parents were married to each other at the time of the 

child’s birth include a child who is the subject of an adoption order 

under Article 10 of the Adoption (Jersey) Law 1961; 

(b) to a child whose parents were not married to each other at the time of 

the child’s birth do not include a child who is the subject of an adoption 

order under that Article. 

(b) paragraph (2A) is deleted. 

(3) In Article 9C(3), “If a child is treated in law as legitimate” is deleted. 

6 Companies (Jersey) Law 1991 amended 

In the Companies (Jersey) Law 1991 – 

(a) after Article 123(7) there is inserted – 

(8) In paragraph (7), the following are treated as the child of a person – 

(a) the person’s adopted child; 

(b) a child who is the subject of a parental order in which the person is 

named as the child’s parent. 

(b) For Article 176B(3) there is substituted – 

(3) For the purposes of this Article, a person is a relative of an individual if they 

are that individual’s brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, lineal ancestor 

or lineal descendant, for which purpose – 

(a) a relationship of the half-blood is treated as a relationship of the whole 

blood; 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_10_2017
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_10_2017
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_1990
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_1990
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_39_1961
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_30_1991
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_30_1991
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(b) the following are treated as the child of an individual – 

(i) the person’s stepchild; 

(ii) the person’s adopted child; 

(iii) a child of a person who is the child’s father under Schedule A1 

(fertility treatment and artificial insemination) to the Children 

(Jersey) Law 2002; 

(iv) a child of a person who is the child’s second parent under that 

Schedule; and 

(v) a child who is the subject of a parental order or a recognition 

order (having the meanings given to those terms in that Law), in 

which the person is named as the child’s parent. 

7 Criminal Law (Child Abduction) (Jersey) Law 2005 amended 

In the Criminal Law (Child Abduction) (Jersey) Law 2005 – 

(a) Article 2(2)(b) is deleted; 

(b) In Article 2(3)(a)(v), after “of the child” there is inserted “if that person has 

parental responsibility for the child”. 

8 Fatal Accidents (Jersey) Law 1962 amended 

Article 1(2)(c) of the Fatal Accidents (Jersey) Law 1962 is deleted.  

9 Financial Services (Investment Business (Qualifying Segregated Managed 
Accounts – Exemption)) (Jersey) Order 2014 amended 

In Article 1 of the Financial Services (Investment Business (Qualifying Segregated 

Managed Accounts – Exemption)) (Jersey) Order 2014, in the definition “relative”, sub-

paragraph (b) is deleted. 

10 Health Insurance (Jersey) Law 1967 

In Article 17(2)(b) of the Health Insurance (Jersey) Law 1967, “or in cases of illegitimacy 

of deceased persons, to or amongst others,” is deleted. 

11 Health Insurance (Medical Benefit) (General Provisions) (Jersey) Order 1967 
amended 

In Article 18(2) of the Health Insurance (Medical Benefit) (General Provisions) (Jersey) 

Order 1967, “(or, where the deceased was illegitimate, to or amongst other persons)” is 

deleted. 

12 Income Tax (Jersey) Law 1961 amended 

In Article 90B(1)(b)(ii), for “his or her illegitimate child” there is substituted “the parent’s 

child for whom the parent does not have parental responsibility”. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_50_2002
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_27_2005
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_27_2005
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_20_1962
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_20_1962
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_182_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_182_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_182_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_182_2014
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_12_1967
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_12_1967
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5003
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5003
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_5003
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_29_1961
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13 Incorporated Limited Partnerships (Jersey) Regulations 2011 amended 

Regulation 47(3)(b) of the Incorporated Limited Partnerships (Jersey) Regulations 2011 is 

deleted. 

14 Limited Liability Companies (Winding Up and Dissolution) (Jersey) Regulations 
2022 amended 

Regulation 32(2)(b)(iii) of the Limited Liability Companies (Winding Up and Dissolution) 

(Jersey) Regulations 2022 is deleted.  

15 Loi (1960) modifiant le droit coutumier amended 

(1) This paragraph amends the Loi (1960) modifiant le droit coutumier. 

(2) In the long title, for “de parenté, de mariage ou de bâtardise” there is substituted “de 

parenté ou de mariage”. 

(3) In the fourth paragraph of the preamble, “soit de bâtardise,” is deleted. 

(4) Article 1(1)(g) is deleted. 

16 Marriage and Civil Status (Jersey) Law 2001 amended 

(1) This paragraph amends the Marriage and Civil Status (Jersey) Law 2001. 

(2) In Article 1(1) – 

(a) the definition “illegitimate child” is deleted; 

(b) after the definition “immigration officer” there is inserted – 

“Inferior Number” means the Inferior Number of the Royal Court; 

(3) In Article 49 –  

(a) for paragraph (3A) there is substituted – 

(3A) In this Part, references to a child whose parents were married to each other at 

the time of the child’s birth include a child who is the subject of an adoption 

order under Article 10 of the Adoption Law. 

(b) paragraph (3B) is deleted. 

(4) Article 55(4) is deleted. 

(5) Article 55A(4) is deleted. 

(6) After Article 55A there is inserted – 

55AA Registration of father if father dies while child en ventre sa mère 

(1) This Article applies if – 

(a) the mother and the father of a child were, at the time of the child’s 

conception – 

(i) married to or civil partners of each other; or 

(ii) in a relationship that is similar to a marriage or civil partnership 

and that had existed, without breaking down, for a continuous 

period of at least 2 years; 

(b) the child’s father was alive at the time of the child’s conception; and 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_68_2011
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_68_2011
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_36_2022
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_36_2022
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_36_2022
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_36_2022
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_25_1960
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_25_1960
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_31_2001
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_31_2001
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(c) the child’s father dies before the child is registered. 

(2) The child’s mother may apply to the Superintendent Registrar for the child’s 

father to be entered in the register of births by producing – 

(a) the particulars set out in Article 46 (registration of births and stillbirths) 

of the Marriage and Civil Status (Jersey) Order 2018; 

(b) a declaration by the mother that her late husband or civil partner was 

the child’s father; 

(c) a copy of the father’s death certificate; and 

(d) any other documentation that the Superintendent Registrar considers 

appropriate in the circumstances of the case. 

(3) On receiving an application under paragraph (2), the Superintendent Registrar 

must – 

(a) enter the name of the person in the register of births as the child’s father; 

or 

(b) if the Superintendent Registrar is not satisfied that they should make the 

registration, refer the application to the Inferior Number. 

(4) If a reference is made under paragraph (3)(b), the Inferior Number may – 

(a) direct the Superintendent Registrar to proceed with the registration in 

accordance with the instructions it considers necessary; or 

(b) forbid further action by the Superintendent Registrar in relation to the 

matter. 

(5) If the Inferior Number forbids further action by the Superintendent Registrar 

in relation to the matter, the mother of the child may apply to the Inferior 

Number. 

(6) Upon an application under paragraph (5), the Inferior Number may order, as 

it considers necessary, that persons are convened, evidence is taken and 

enquiries are made, and may make any order that it considers fit. 

(7) The Judicial Greffier must, as soon as reasonably practicable, send a copy of 

an order made under paragraph (6) to the Superintendent Registrar. 

(8) If a person makes a request to the relevant registrar under paragraph (2), the 

giving by that person of particulars of the birth of the child and the signing of 

the register of births under Article 72 acts as a discharge of the duties imposed 

under Article 51 or 52. 

(7) Article 55B(4) is deleted. 

(8) Article 55C(4) is deleted. 

(9) Article 56(6) is deleted. 

(10) Article 56A(6) is deleted. 

(11) Article 56B(6) is deleted. 

(12) Article 56C(7) is deleted. 

(13) For Article 57 there is substituted – 

57 Re-registration of child on marriage or civil partnership of parents 

(1) This Article applies if, after a person’s birth, the person’s parents marry each 

other or enter into a civil partnership with each other. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_69_2018
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(2) If, under Article 55, 55B or 56, the name of the spouse or civil partner of the 

person’s mother has already been entered in the register of births as the 

person’s father or second parent, the spouse, civil partner or the person’s 

mother must, not later than 3 months after the date of the solemnisation of the 

marriage or civil partnership, make a declaration as to the prescribed matters. 

(3) If the name of the spouse or civil partner has not been entered in the register 

of births as the person’s father or second parent, the spouses or civil partners, 

following the solemnisation of their marriage, may make a declaration as to 

the prescribed matters. 

(4) A separate declaration must be made in respect of each person whose parents 

have married or entered into a civil partnership. 

(5) A person who applies under this Article must do so to the Superintendent 

Registrar and include in that application the prescribed particulars and 

evidence. 

(6) Paragraph (7) applies to a person who is required by or under this Law to 

register a marriage or civil partnership, or to make a return of the particulars 

of the marriage or civil partnership for the purposes of registration. 

(7) The person to whom this paragraph applies must countersign a declaration and 

deliver it to the Superintendent Registrar if the declaration is made 

immediately after the solemnisation of the marriage or civil partnership and 

in the person’s presence. 

(8) A person requesting re-registration under this Article must pay the prescribed 

fee to the Superintendent Registrar. 

(9) The person countersigning the declaration under paragraph (7) is entitled to 

receive from the Superintendent Registrar one half of the fee paid under 

paragraph (8). 

(10) If a request for re-registration is made in accordance with this Article, the 

Superintendent Registrar must – 

(a) if the relevant registration duties have not been retained – 

(i) cause an entry to be made in the register for the parish in which 

the birth took place as if the child’s parents had been married or 

in a civil partnership at the time of the child’s birth; and 

(ii) note the re-registration against the original entry; or 

(b) if the relevant registration duties are retained by the parish – 

(i) direct the registrar for the parish in which the birth took place to 

make an entry in the register of births as if the child’s parents had 

been married or in a civil partnership at the time of the child’s 

birth; and 

(ii) note the re-registration against the original entry. 

(11) Both parents of the child must sign the new entry in the register of births. 

(12) If the Superintendent Registrar is not satisfied as to whether a re-registration 

should be made, before acting in accordance with paragraph (10) the 

Superintendent Registrar may refer the matter to the Inferior Number. 

(13) If the status of a person’s parents is established by a judgment of the Royal 

Court, the Judicial Greffier must, as soon as reasonably practicable, send a 

copy of the relevant order to the Superintendent Registrar. 



Civil Status (Abolition of Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) Law 202- Schedule  

 

 

◊      Page 13 

 

57A Re-registration of child following abolition of status of illegitimacy 

(1) This Article applies if – 

(a) a person was born before the relevant date; 

(b) at the time of the person’s birth the person’s mother was married to a 

man who was not the person’s biological father; and 

(c) the mother’s husband was presumed to be, and was registered as, the 

person’s father (the “registered father”) under Article 2(2) of the 

Legitimacy (Jersey) Law 1973 (which was repealed on the relevant 

date). 

(2) An application to re-register the person’s birth may be made to the Minister 

by – 

(a) the person’s mother and biological father; 

(b) the person’s registered father; or 

(c) the person themselves, if the person is over the age of 18. 

(3) A separate application must be made in respect of each person to whom 

paragraph (1) applies. 

(4) An applicant must give notice of the application to the parties set out in 

paragraph (2). 

(5) An applicant must provide – 

(a) in the case of – 

(i) an application under paragraph (2)(a) – 

(A) a declaration by the biological father that he is the person’s 

father; and 

(B) a declaration by the mother that the biological father is the 

person’s father; 

(ii) an application under paragraph (2)(b), a declaration by the 

registered father that he is not the person’s father; or 

(iii) an application under paragraph (2)(c), a declaration by the person 

that the registered father is not the person’s biological father; and 

(b) in any case – 

(i) evidence (whether DNA evidence or other) that the registered 

father is not the biological father; 

(ii) evidence that the parties set out in paragraph (2) have received 

notice of the application and do not object to the application 

proceeding;  

(iii) the prescribed details; and 

(iv) the prescribed fee. 

(6) On receipt of an application, the Minister may – 

(a) direct the Superintendent Registrar to re-register the birth in the manner 

described in paragraph (8); or 

(b) refer the application to the Inferior Number, if the Minister is not 

satisfied as to whether the birth should be re-registered. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_3_1973
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(7) If the registered father is deceased, or his whereabouts cannot be ascertained 

having made due enquiry, the applicant notify the Minister, who must refer 

the matter to the Inferior Number. 

(8) If a reference is made under paragraph (6)(b) or (7), the Inferior Number 

may – 

(a) direct the Superintendent Registrar to re-register the birth in accordance 

with the instructions it considers necessary; or 

(b) forbid further action by the Superintendent Registrar in relation to the 

matter. 

(9) If the Inferior Number forbids further action by the Superintendent Registrar 

in relation to the matter, the applicant may apply to the Inferior Number. 

(10) Upon an application under paragraph (9), the Inferior Number may order, as 

it considers necessary that persons are convened, evidence is taken and 

enquiries are made, and may make any order that it considers fit. 

(11) The Judicial Greffier must, as soon as reasonably practicable, send a copy of 

an order made under paragraph (10) to the Superintendent Registrar. 

(12) If the Minister or the Inferior Number direct that the birth be re-registered, the 

Superintendent Registrar must – 

(a) if the relevant registration duties have not been retained – 

(i) cause an entry to be made in the register for the parish in which 

the birth took place as if the biological father had been registered 

in place of the registered father; and 

(ii) note the re-registration against the original entry; or 

(b) if the relevant registration duties are retained by the parish – 

(i) direct the registrar for the parish in which the birth took place to 

make an entry in the register of births as if as if the biological 

father had been registered in place of the registered father; and 

(ii) note the re-registration against the original entry. 

(13) A person applying for re-registration under this Article must pay the 

prescribed fee to the Superintendent Registrar. 

(14) In this Article, “relevant date” means the date on which paragraph 16 of the 

Schedule to the Civil Status (Abolition of Status of Legitimacy Etc.) (Jersey) 

Law 202- came into force. 

(14) Article 59A(3) is deleted. 

(15) Schedule 2A, paragraph 2(3) is deleted. 

(16) In the following places, “of the Royal Court” is deleted – 

(a) Article 12(4), (5), (6A), (7) and (8); 

(b) Article 36(4), (5), (6A), (7) and (8); 

(c) Article 67A(3)(b); 

(d) Article 76(2)(d); 

(e) Article 79(2) and (3). 

17 Marriage and Civil Status (Jersey) Order 2018 amended 

In the Marriage and Civil Status (Jersey) Order 2018 – 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_69_2018
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_69_2018
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(a) for Article 47 there is substituted – 

47 Declaration for re-registration of birth on marriage or civil partnership of 
parents 

The matters in respect of a declaration to be made under Article 57(2) or (3) of the 

Law are – 

(a) the name of the child as registered; 

(b) the date of birth of the child; 

(c) the child’s place of birth and parish of birth; 

(d) the original date of the registration of the birth of the child; 

(e) details of the parents’ marriage or civil partnership including – 

(i) the first names, last name and occupation of the mother; 

(ii) the first names, last name and occupation of the father or second 

parent; 

(iii) any previous names of the mother, father or second parent; 

(iv) the date of the parents’ marriage or civil partnership; 

(v) the location of the parents’ marriage or civil partnership; 

(vi) a statement as to whether the father or second parent is named on 

the original birth certificate; 

(vii) if the father or second parent is named on the original birth 

certificate, a declaration by the father, mother or second parent 

(signed and dated) that they are the parents of the child and they 

wish to re-register the birth of the child following their marriage 

or civil partnership; and 

(viii) if the father or second parent is not named on the original birth 

certificate, a declaration by the mother and the father or second 

parent (signed and dated) that they are the parents of the child 

and they wish to re-register the birth of the child following the 

marriage or civil partnership. 

47A Declaration for re-registration of birth on abolition of status of legitimacy 

The details in respect of an application to be made under Article 57A of the Law 

are – 

(a) the name of the child as registered; 

(b) the date of birth of the child; 

(c) the child’s place of birth and parish of birth; 

(d) the original date of the registration of the birth of the child; 

(e) the first names, last name and occupation (if applicable) of the mother; 

(f) the first names, last name and occupation of the registered father; 

(g) the first names, last name and occupation of the biological father; 

(h) any previous names of the mother, registered father or biological father. 
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(b) in Schedule 1, Part 1, in the table, for items 11 and 12 there is substituted – 

 

11. Re-registration of birth 

if parents neither 

married nor civil 

partners 

Article 56(3) £60.71 The relevant registrar 

11A. Re-registration of birth 

if father married to, or 

civil partner of, mother 

Article 56A(3) £60.71 The relevant registrar 

11B. Re-registration of birth 

if mother married to, or 

civil partner of, second 

parent 

Article 56B(3) £60.71 The relevant registrar 

11C. Re-registration of birth 

to female same-sex 

couple before 

commencement of 

Children and Civil 

Status (Amendments) 

(Jersey) Law 2024 

Article 56C(4) £0 The relevant registrar 

12. Re-registration of birth 

on marriage or civil 

partnership of parents 

Article 57(8) £60.71 The Superintendent 

Registrar 

12A. Re-registration of birth 

following abolition of 

status of legitimacy 

Article 57A(5) £60.71 The Superintendent 

Registrar 

18 Matrimonial Causes (Jersey) Law 1949 amended 

Article 18(2) of the Matrimonial Causes (Jersey) Law 1949 is deleted. 

19 Nursing Homes (Jersey) Law 1994 amended 

Article 2(2)(b) of the Nursing Homes (Jersey) Law 1994 is deleted. 

20 Social Security (Claims and Payments) (Jersey) Order 1974 amended 

In Article 17(2) of the Social Security (Claims and Payments) (Jersey) Order 1974, “(or, 

where the deceased was illegitimate, to or amongst other persons)” is deleted. 

21 Stamp Duties and Fees (Jersey) Law 1998 amended 

In the table in Schedule 1, paragraph 3 to the Stamp Duties and Fees (Jersey) Law 1998, 

item 27 is deleted. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_22_1949
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_22_1949
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_12_1994
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_12_1994
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_6077
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_6077
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_1998
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/l_8_1998
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22 Teachers’ Superannuation (Existing Members) (Jersey) Order 1986 amended 

In Article 1(1) of the Teachers’ Superannuation (Existing Members) (Jersey) Order 1986, 

in the definition “child”, “illegitimate or” is deleted. 

https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_7546
https://www.jerseylaw.je/laws/current/ro_7546
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