Wording of
The Solemn Affirmation

When a new Member of the Privy Council is inducted in the presence of The King,
they are required to take an Oath, or make Solemn Affirmation. In its current form,
the wording of the Oath dates back to Tudor times; and the Affirmation is based on
this wording. At a meeting where new Members are inducted, they are not required
to repeat the words of the Solemn Affirmation, simply to respond “I do” at the
conclusion of the reading, which is done by the Clerk of the Council. The form of
words for the Solemn Affirmation is below:

“You do solemnly, sincerely, and truly declare and affirm that you will be a true and
faithful Servant unto The King’s Majesty as one of His Majesty’s Privy Council. You
will not know or understand of any manner of thing to be attempted, done or spoken
against His Majesty’s Person, Honour, Crown or Dignity Royal, but you will lett and
withstand the same to the uttermost of your Power, and either cause it to be revealed
to His Majesty Himself, or to such of His Privy Council as shall advertise His Majesty
of the same. You will, in all things to be moved, treated, and debated in Council,
faithfully and truly declare your Mind and Opinion, according to your Heart and
Conscience; and will keep secret all Matters committed and revealed unto you, or
that shall be treated of secretly in Council. And if any of the said Treaties or
Counsels shall touch any of the Counsellors, you will not reveal it unto them, but will
keep the same until such time as, by the Consent of His Majesty, or of the Council,
Publication shall be made thereof. You will to your uttermost bear Faith and
Allegiance to the King's Majesty; and will assist and defend all Jurisdictions,
Preeminences, and Authorities, granted to His Majesty, and annexed to the Crown
by Acts of Parliament, or otherwise, against all Foreign Princes, Persons, Prelates,
States, or Potentates. And generally in all things you will do as a faithful and true
Servant ought to do to His Majesty.”
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